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WSUM is a teenager! 

2015 Station Manager Lorenza Zebell and former 
Program Director Kelsey Brannan in the Main Studio. 

A Letter from our Managers 
Dave Black and Lorenza Zebell 
 

Hello Alumni! WSUM is turning 13 this week, so we 
thought we’d let our wonderful alumni in on the 
celebration with the second installment of the 
WSUM Alumni Newsletter!   

The newsletter is a chance to stay connected with 
the station. Inside you’ll find information on 
upcoming WSUM events, show features, and more.   

I’m the newly-elected Station Manager for 2015, 
Lorenza Zebell. I’m so excited to get started with my 
position and help WSUM evolve as much as I can! 
Currently, the station is doing really well. Training is 
in full swing and we are developing a new 
intermediate training program to give our current 
DJs more professional skills to help them in the job 
market. 

Check us out online at www.wsum.org or on 
Facebook to stay in the loop on spring and summer 
events. You can support us by listening, attending 
events, donating (see “how to give” on page 7), or 
sporting our merchandise.   

We thank you for helping to make the station the 
wonderful place it is today!  

Upcoming Events 
WSUM’s 13

th
 Birthday Celebration 

 

WSUM turns 13 years old Sunday the 22nd at 
2:22PM!  

So we are having an on-air birthday celebration and 
our annual online auction. It starts at 3:00 PM 
Central February 20th and ends midnight February 
22nd. This is one of the few on-air fundraising events 
for WSUM, so participation is highly encouraged! To 
access the auction page, click here. 

We will be auctioning off items ranging from WSUM 
merchandise to a special co-host opportunity! If you 
prefer, you may also donate to WSUM through the 
auction. Any amount, big or small, is much 
appreciated! Our goal is to raise $1,000 in one 
weekend – help us meet it! 

Featured Alumni 
Interview by Lorenza Zebell and Michelle Koffel Donahue 

An Interview with Grandma Cyd of “Heavy Petting 
Zoo” 
 

Speaking of birthdays, another upcoming event this 
summer is the 10th anniversary of WSUM’s Heavy 
Petting Zoo hosted by 2002-2004 Talk Director and 
2004 Assistant Station Manager Cindy Schuster.  

Under the guise of her DJ persona “Grandma Cyd,” 
Cindy shares the best make-out music and more 
from the 1930s, 40s, and 50s on Saturday nights 
from 7-9 PM on WSUM 91.7 FM and 

http://www.wsum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/wsum.fm
http://www.32auctions.com/wsumbirthday
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General Manager Dave Black and former talk director 
(current DJ) Cindy Schuster aka Grandma Cyd. 

www.wsum.org. The Heavy Petting Zoo (HPZ) is 
WSUM’s longest-running show upheld by the same 
on-air host. Grandma Cyd’s been behind the 
microphone of HPZ since June 2005. Also, HPZ is the 
third longest-running show of all time on WSUM; 
beat out only by The Student Section and On 
Wisconsin, respectively.  

HPZ exemplifies why we keep our alums around. 
Grandma Cyd puts so much work into her show, 
which gives her a wonderful, dedicated fan base 
and makes HPZ a great example for our newer DJs 
to model their shows by. 

What’s your favorite memory of WSUM? 

I would have to say the 2004 Party in the Park, 
WSUM's annual outdoor takeover of James 
Madison Park. The party planners really wanted to 
land Andrew W.K. as the headline act, but we didn't 
actually think we could get him on the budget we 
were working with. Somehow (and I had nothing to 
do with it), we did.  

In the months leading up, everyone was planning 
for and advertising this concert with so much 
excitement and anticipation. Then, the big day 

came. It was rainy and dreary – probably the 
coldest day that April.  

Andrew W.K. came out, performed for 
approximately 22 minutes, and then went back in 
his tour bus. That was it. It was over. I barely knew 
who Andrew W.K. was, but for those 22 minutes, it 
was amazing to see all my WSUM friends on cloud 
nine and "partying hard" because that's what you're 
supposed to do. 

Generally speaking, though, what I cherish the most 
about my student days at WSUM is how we were all 
like second family. Dave Black and the people I 
served with on Executive Management were – and 
still are – some of my closest friends. WSUM 
defined my college experience and directly shaped 

who I am today.   

How has the station changed since you became a 
part of it? 

It's much more professional nowadays, on all levels. 
Maybe the new station digs (opened in 2009), with 
state-of-the-art studio equipment, inspired some of 
that! When we went on the air on 2.22.02, we 
didn't really think anybody was actually listening. 
We even had a show called, "The Hour of Crap," and 

our then-Program Director hosted it.    ¯\_(ツ)_/¯ 

Thirteen years later, people are tuning in, streaming 
online, and students are more aware that the 
station exists. Demand for timeslots has gone way 
up. DJs and hosts have to put more thought into 
their show concepts and playlists, and that's 
ratcheted up the on-air quality of WSUM's 
programming. Off the air, it's evident that student 
managers approach their jobs professionally.  

The station and the students are better off for it – 
and so is the community, which benefits from the 
elevated level of service. 

http://www.wsum.org/
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Cindy w/alumni Megan Timmons, Carolyn England, 
Anna Adams, Neb Macura, and Errol Packard. 

Cindy in the Main Studio enjoying doing an 
episode of Heavy Petting Zoo. 

What advice do you have to young DJs looking to 
have a show as successful as yours? 

My biggest piece of advice is to focus on the service 
to listeners more than anything. Find a niche, then 
work really hard to perfect it, but do so with the 
listener in mind. You can certainly build a "brand" 
around your show, your on-air persona, or 
whatever else defines your program, but first you 
have to strike a chord with an audience. Put them 
first. Make them believe your show is something 
special. 

After 10 years, do you feel a stronger connection 
to your listeners?  

Yes, I feel like I know many of them even though 
we’ve never met. It’s really rewarding when I meet 
them or hear how the show impacts their lives.  

Just last week, I met a couple who was talking about 
how their Saturday night was spent listening to HPZ. 
I introduced myself as Grandma Cyd, and when they 
introduced themselves to me I knew their names 
immediately. They were longtime listeners of HPZ 
and so kindly dropped off a Christmas present at 
the station last year. I had to give them a hug!  

Any future plans for the Heavy Petting Zoo? 

Yes! For its 10th anniversary, I'm putting together 
all kinds of things to share on the radio and online. 
In early summer, we're hoping to host a "birthday 
bash" of sorts. We're working out the details, but it 
will be open to all, and I hope lots of WSUM alumni 
are able to come!  

Meanwhile, I've been digging back into 10 years of 
HPZ archives, pulling out old shows, and sharing 
them as a weekly "Throwback Thursday" feature. 
It's been more embarrassing than I expected (some 
of those early shows? Yikes). Plus, I hope to finally 
launch some web features where we explore the 
stories behind the music of the 1930s-1950s.  

You can keep tabs of all these things by 
visiting heavypettingzoo.org and following the show 
on Facebook and Twitter!  

Auction Items 

Can’t get enough of The Heavy Petting Zoo? Then 
check out the auction items online for the WSUM 
fundraiser. You can bid on guest co-hosting an 
episode of Heavy Petting Zoo or attempt to win the 
coveted Heavy Petting Zoo Prize Pack!

http://heavypettingzoo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Heavy-Petting-Zoo-on-WSUM-917-FM/185210908971
https://twitter.com/grandmacyd
http://www.32auctions.com/wsumbirthday
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Featured Show 

Interview by Lorenza Zebell 

An Interview with Erik Kramer of “The Go to Bed 
after This Show Show” 

Program Director Erik Kramer’s show has been 
floating around the WSUM airwaves for over three 
years. It’s one of the few experimental shows on 
the air, and brings a distinctive playlist every week. 

What’s the concept behind your show? 

I intend for my show to explore experimentalism in 
20th and 21st century music. This ranges from early 
experimentation in jazz and classical music during 
the 50s and 60s to the ways in which contemporary 
musicians expand the confines of the genres they 
work in. 
 
What musicians frequent your playlists? 

Every week is a little different, depending on what 
style I'm looking to focus on. Pharoah Sanders has 
been popping up a lot. On the electronic side of 
things, there's this guy that goes by Oneohtrix Point 
Never that makes some fascinating synth-based 
stuff with some of the wildest textural and 
compositional ideas I've heard in a while. I'm also a 
huge fan of folk music – I love to return to old 
weird/psych-folk classics like The Incredible String 
Band and Comus, and mix those in with more 
contemporary folk experimenters like The 
Microphones/Mount Eerie and Madison's Julian 
Lynch. Every week is pretty unique. 
 
How do you plan a playlist? 

Throughout the week there's always one track I 
come across that I know I have to play on air. The 
rest of the show usually comes together throughout 
the week, germinating from that one track. Once I 
have enough material for an hour-long show, I try 

to find distinct sonic elements within the tracks and 
try to draw continuous lines throughout the hour. 
It's fun to try to draw lines throughout music 
history, too. 

 
Since you started as a DJ, how has your show 
changed? 

I definitely have more variety and a larger library 
than when I started in 2012. The concept is more 
nuanced and informed now but the intent has 
always been the same. For my show's third birthday 
I started the set out with the first track I ever played 
on air. Some things never change! 
 
When you graduate, what will you miss most 
about WSUM? 

I'll miss having a drive to discover new things on a 
weekly basis, and having that one hour at the end 
of the weekend to focus intently on music. Most of 
all I'll miss this space. It's been one of the most 
important places in my UW experience.  

“The Go to Bed after This Show Show” airs every Sunday at 
11PM on WSUM. Stream through wsum.org or tune your 
Madison area radio to 91.7 FM.

Program Director and DJ Erik Kramer. 
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Most Anticipated Albums for 2015 

By Lorenza Zebell 
 

2015 has already proven to be a very exciting year 
in music.  From the haunting melodies on Björk’s 
Vulnicura to the hypnotizing, cyclical beats on 
Panda Bear’s Panda Bear Meets the Grim Reaper, I 
have been very pleased thus far. With that said, 
there are still a many albums that the WSUM DJs 
and I are psyched to see come out over the 
remainder of this year. 

Joanna Newsom 

҉ The harpist, lyricist, and all-around amazing 
musician Joanna Newsom has been working 
on her album for several years. In fact, it’s 
been five years since we’ve heard new 
music released by Joanna! I am absolutely 
on the edge of my seat waiting to hear what 
fantastical stories the songs on her next 
album depict. I can only hope the rumors 
are true and this year really will bring us 
more of her charming, evocative, lovely 
music. 

Grimes 

҉ Another female solo artist, Grimes makes 
music that is very unlike Joanna’s, but no 
less wonderful. Her last album, Visions, was 
heralded as “one of the most impressive 
albums of the year” by the New York Times 
in 2012.  Her music is a smorgasbord of 
electronic sounds from pop to psychedelic, 
so it will be interesting to see what direction 
she takes this next album in. 

James Blake 

҉ A pioneer in electronic sounds, James Blake 
is set to release an album this year. Many 
believe we have Blake to thank for the 

layered yet simplistic beats overlaid with 
crooning vocals we see so often in popular 
music today.  At best, this new album will 
explore a brand new electronic sound.  At 
worst, it will still be a very well-produced, 
solid album. 

 
Ryley Walker 

҉ A Chicago-based singer-songwriter guitarist, 
Ryley Walker recently came to my attention 
when he played on a special edition of 
Live@WSUM (which you can listen to here). 
I was blown away by how well he develops 
the authentic folk sound inspired by folk 
staples like Bert Jansch and Tim Hardin. He is 
definitely a new favorite of mine, and I’m 
excited to hear anything he releases this 
year. 

Beach House 

҉ Dream pop masters Victoria Legrand and 
Alex Scally of Beach House are rumored to 
be releasing new material this year. I’m 
hoping their new album will be like their 
track off of Lefse Records’ The Space Project. 
Outer space-inspired music brings 
soundscapes that I love, calling to mind 
floating ambience and desolate absence of 
sound.  

The lovely Joanna Newsom and her harp. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0evAOsC0z3g
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WSUM Merch! 

Awards 

WSUM was nominated in seven categories this year 
for the Intercollegiate Broadcasting System (IBS) 
awards! These are the categories and segments we 
were nominated for: 

Best Spot News 

҉ Maddy O’Neill for Chris Christine Scandal 
Update 

Best Public Affairs Program 

҉ Maddy O’Neill for Treason and Cheating 

Best Public Affairs Event/Promotion 

҉ Sarah Hopefl for Band Together to Beat 
Cancer 

Best Public Service Announcement 

҉ Anna Batz for Sexual Assault PSA 

Best Sports Play-By-Play (Basketball) 

҉ Wisconsin vs. Kentucky (Reid Magnum) 

Best Sports Play-By-Play (Others) 

҉ Wisconsin vs. Missouri State Women’s 
Volleyball (Reid Magnum & Scott Memmel) 

Best Station Promo 

҉ Produced by Evan Boyd 

Congratulations to everyone!  

Get Involved 
Have pictures or stories that you would like to share 
with us? Want to get involved on the Friends of 
Madison Student Radio Board? Email 
traffic@wsum.wisc.edu to get involved in alumni 
outreach and station support. Thank you! 

Swag!  
Support WSUM by sporting our latest swag, click on 
“Shop” on our website or email 
promo@wsum.wisc.edu to make a purchase. 

 
Pens and stickers are free when you come to 
station! 

T-Shirts – $10.00 

Baseball Hats – $ 7.00 

Knit Beanies – $ 7.00 

Bucket Hats – $15.00 

Bandanas – $5.00  

Beach Balls – $3.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to Give 
WSUM Student Radio has an account at the UW 
Foundation! If you would like to donate, just click 
here or on the “Donate” link on www.wsum.org. 
Your gift will go into the endowment fund to be 
invested with other gifts to maximize its value. We 
appreciate all donations – big and small!  

mailto:traffic@wsum.wisc.edu
mailto:promo@wsum.wisc.edu
https://secure.supportuw.org/MultiPage/processStep1.do?seq=6388
http://www.wsum.org/

