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Burial Hex - (photo: Shantidas Riedacker) 

Snake On The Lake Gets Weird and 
Local in 2015 

Burial Hex headlines the all-Madison-artists show on 
September 11 at Union South. 

By Scott Gordon from Tone Madison 

I’m still not entirely convinced that this isn’t a 
prank, but anyway, WSUM and WUD Music have 
announced that Madison-based experimental 
project Burial Hex will headline the 2015 Snake On 
The Lake Fest, set to take place September 11 at 
The Sett in Union South. Everyone else on this 
year’s bill is from Madison too: Electronic act 
Samantha Glass, electro-R&B artist Mr. Jackson, 
surf-rock mutants Myrmidons, power-pop band 
Proud Parents, and far-reaching DJ Evan 
Woodward. The event is free and begins at 6 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The lineup is surprising because in recent years, 
SOTL has generally booked a mix of national acts 
and mostly pretty palatable local bands. Burial Hex 
is more of a defiantly underground thing, and 
mastermind Clay Ruby’s intimidating reach across 
scathing power electronics, metal, and choral music 
couldn’t be further away from previous headliners 
including bubbly electronic producer Saint Pepsi 
(2014) and math-rockers Maps & Atlases (2010). 
Plus, as Ruby told us in an interview last year, he’s 
been concentrating on bringing the project to its 
conclusion with a planned triple album, and last 
year he played what he at the time said would be 
his final Madison show as Burial Hex. Basically pull 
up any of the dozens of things on Burial Hex’s 
Bandcamp and try to imagine hearing that in the 
french-fry-scented environs of The Sett and you’ll 
get why this is weird, if a welcome surprise. SOTL is 
a little different every year, but a tip o' the Sett 
Sauce to the organizers for taking a chance on 
Madison acts, and especially a varied and overall 
quite weird bunch of them. 

As for the other acts on the bill, Samantha Glass 
released a new album, Advancing The Visible Winds 
Of Spring, in March and is working on more new 
recordings, Proud Parents recently put out a live-
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WLHA Resurrection Reunion 
Weekend. 

Proud Parents - (Claire Nelson-Lifson, Tyler 
Fassnacht, Heather Hussy, Alex Seraphin) 

recorded cassette, Myrmidons released their short 
debut EP, Swamp Cocktail, a few months back, and 
Mr. Jackson is working on Black Gandalf, the follow-
up to last year’s The Golden Hour Groove Session. 
Check out our recent interviews with Proud Parents 
and Myrmidons and the Mr. Jackson video we 
debuted recently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on Snake on the Lake Fest, 
head to the WSUM website.  

WLHA Reunion Weekend Takeover 

By Lorenza Zebell 

Every summer, WSUM plays host to the WLHA 
Resurrection Reunion Weekend.  WLHA was UW 
Madison’s carrier current radio station for the 
lakeshore dorms way back from the 60s to the 90s. 
This means that if you had a radio in your dorm, 
turning the dial all the way down to 640 AM would 
tune you into WLHA. The station and their DJs’ 
antics was beloved by many, so for the last three 
years WSUM has let them take over the station for 
a weekend! The 64 hour marathon weekend was 
full of fun. 

This year, in addition to their classic jingles, promos, 
and corny jokes, the guys planned a whole 
scavenger hunt! Listeners had to tune in to hear 
clues that described places in the campus area 
where they’d find capsule with a code. Then they 
had to call in and report to the guys in the studio. 
WSUM’s very own team won with four capsules and 
a correct trivia question!  Special thanks to all the 
other teams – Dennis, Bob, Mary, Stephanie, Claire, 
John, Kelly, Z, Frank, Andy Kiesling, Michael Moore, 
Brandon Ingle, and Cameron Meyers! 

The WSUM team had a wonderful time biking 
around campus and finding the capsules. The 
weather was great and visiting the spots that were 
meaningful to students decades ago was a really 
unique experience. 

Thanks guys! We hope to see you again next year. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Get Involved with FoMSR 
The Friends of Madison Student Radio board is 
expanding. Do you want to join or help with a 
FoMSR project? Email wsumfriends@gmail.com to 
learn more about our fundraising board and get 
involved in station support.  
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James Madison Park where Party in the Park was held from 
1999-2006. Picture from 2003 PITP.  

Main stage at 2006 PITP, which featured acts like Drazy 
Hoops, The Drastics, and Casiotone for the Painfully Alone.  

A Look Back on Snake on the Lake Fest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
By Michelle Donahue 

It wasn’t always called Snake on the Lake Fest (Sotlf) 
but eclectic bands, bright volunteer t-shirts, and an 
uncertainty regarding the exact start time of our 
headline act seem to be reoccurring trends 
regardless of what we called it. 

This year marks WSUM’s 17th annual musical 
festival. The tradition started in James Madison Park 
as Party in the Park (PitP) before moving to the 
Memorial Union as Snake on the Lake Fest in 2007 
and later Union South in 2014. 

At James Madison Park, the event featured three 
stages plus a DJ stage. Typically a full day festival, it 
was originally the brainchild of Brad Larsen who in 
1999 proposed improving the Mifflin Street Block 
Party by turning it into a new positive event for the 
community.  

However, the event was plagued by unreliable 
weather. From 1999-2005 it was held the last 
weekend in April but moved to September in 2006. 
While enjoying better weather there were concerns 
about lower attendance due to competing events 

and new students being unfamiliar with the off 
campus location.  

In 2007, after WSUM’s Pepsi sponsorship pulled 
out, the event changed locations and partnered 
with the Wisconsin Union Directorate. The move 
alleviated the perennial challenge of raising funds to 
cover the cost of creating an outdoor venue while 
continuing WSUM’s tradition in a new way.   

Over the years, performing bands ranged from local 
to national to even international artists. Student 
and community organizations were also encouraged 
to participate since the event’s goals align with 
WSUM’s overall mission of community outreach 
while giving students the knowledge and experience 
of organizing and promoting a music festival. 

Acts have varied over the years and we each have 
our own favorites but a few notable names include 
The White Stripes, Dan Bern, Immortal Technique, 
Andrew W. K., And You Will Know Us by the Trail of 
Dead, Maps & Atlases, and Saint Pepsi.  

The following pages show pictures of WSUM’s 
annual music festival from 2003-2013. 
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Give a Snake Wings: Our Angel Will 
Match Your Donations 

Friends and Colleagues, 

I hope you all are enjoying the ‘back to school’ 
fever, whether as parents, teachers, or students (or 
all three). We had a ball this summer with K-12 
camps, SOAR, WSUM night at the Duck Blind, and 
watching the budget drama at the Capitol. As I 
approach my 60th birthday this fall, I am reflecting 
on what we have accomplished together to create 
and grow this tremendous radio station.   

This summer, I committed $60 per month to the 
WSUM Fund at UW Foundation in honor of my 
upcoming birthday. The WSUM Fund is a great way 
to give back. We also have the Friends of Madison 
Student Radio organization, which for the first time 
has an ‘angel’ who will match donations for the 
academic year, up to $1,500 (total). So our angel 
can make this year’s donations go even further.   

That means we have two ways to give, which are: 

• Friends of Madison Student Radio (PO BOX 
260020, Madison, WI 53726) via a check or  

• UW Foundation via this link (which can also 
be found at www.wsum.org under ‘donate’)  

In either case, donations of $100 or more will 
receive a WSUM crewneck sweatshirt (size S, M, L).  
$50 or more will get you a WSUM t-shirt. More 
importantly, you will be helping us sustain our 
beautiful radio station for years to come. 

The WSUM Fund is a long-term endowment, which 
means we only spend the dividends/earnings that 
your donation makes. The idea is we can use the 
proceeds of this fund to meet unexpected expenses 
– like to replace or repair technology that keeps us 
on the air or online. Budgets are tight and we plan 
for many eventualities but it seems that every so  

 

often the need arises for readily available funds to 
replace a transmitter, backup power supply, or 
network computer. 

Meanwhile Friends of Madison Student Radio 
(FoMSR) supports the station by funding events like 
Snake on the Lake Fest or by purchasing 
promotional items like banners, t-shirts, or stickers. 
They also cover costs for student enrichment, which 
can include staff bonding events or travel funds for 
our sports department to broadcast games. FoMSR 
gives us flexibility for miscellaneous needs that help 
the station go above and beyond for the students. 

With our angel matching donations made to 
FoMSR, we hope to take advantage of this ‘two for 
one’ deal before it expires in May of 2016.  
 
I ask you to join me and other alumni who give in 
this academic year 2015-16. We very much would 
appreciate it. 

All the best,  
Dave

Dave at the WSUM night at the Mallard’s Duck 
Blind this summer with students.  
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Featured Show  

An Interview with Emili Earhart of A Spectacular 
Commodity 

By Michelle Donahue 

Emili’s promotes her show with the slogan ‘tune in 
for sounds and maybe some music’. For the past 
two years, she’s been pushing listeners’ comfort 
zones with a variety of music stemming from 
experimental and noise. As music director, she has 
also shaped this year’s lineup for Snake on the Lake 
Fest.  

How did you originally find out about WSUM? 
I guess I originally heard about WSUM at the 
student org fair but I definitely wanted to do radio. 
No matter where I went to college, I was going to 
be a part of college radio. 

Why? 
I’ve always liked the music I’ve liked and I knew I 
was going to music school and would want an outlet 
for sharing the music I enjoyed.  

What’s your show about? 
It’s all some form or another of experimental or 
noise music. Lately I’ve been leaning towards 
industrial and power electronics. But I’ve also gone 
through stages of hardcore punk and noise rock. I 
play vinyl about 90 percent of the time and I like to 
share my collection. It can be pretty out there and 
people tune in and appreciate it. It’s fun to know 
they are listening and I like to challenge listeners. 

What’s your favorite thing about being part of 
WSUM? 
I love the environment and the community. I love 
being here and getting to work and hang out at the 
station. Especially as music director, I enjoy seeing 
results from my efforts and it looks like there is a 
positive impact. Working on projects like populating 

new music on the M-Drive is fun because I get to 
see the response from DJs.  
 
What prompted you to be Snake on the Lake Fest 
Coordinator? 
Well, it fell under the duties of the music director 
but that’s part of why I wanted to be the music 
director. My main goal was I wanted the event to be 
a bridge between the university and the 
community. As a freshman, I wanted to know where 
I could go for shows and would seek out new artists. 
I want other students to be ‘in the know’. So for 
students who are curious about the local scene they 
have Snake on the Lake Fest as a resource to 
venture out and learn more about music and artists 
in Madison. Plus, Snake on the Lake provides a great 
venue and resources to make it possible to 
showcase local talent.  
 

 
So how did we end up with Burial Hex as our 
headliner this year? 
Part of the goal was to bring a local line up but I also 
wanted to have a headliner who was exclusive in 
some way. Burial Hex has been around for over a 

A Spectacular Commodity airs every Sunday at 10PM. 
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decade but has rarely played in Madison as of the 
past couple years. This is his only show in Wisconsin 
in 2015 so we’re really excited. Plus, it reflects the 
Madison music community. For a small place, we 
have a really thriving music scene, especially for 
experimental and electronic music.  
 
What has been the most fun about putting together 
Snake on the Lake? 
It’s been a lot of fun and I’m anxious in a good way. 
After working with these musicians, I know these 
are great musicians and great people—some I’d 
consider my friends—so I’m also excited to be 
providing them with another venue to share their 
music (thanks to WUD-Music). They also happen to 
reflect a music scene many students don’t see and 
may not have heard about them otherwise. So it’s 
really cool to be providing that for the community. 
 
Have you learned anything through the planning 
process? 
I’ve learned that you can’t control everything. There 
are always going to be things you wish you could 
do. Whether it’s an issue with sound, visuals, stage 
antics, there could always be something. So there 
are little things that you can’t control or do and you 
just have to go with it. But I’ve also learned how to 
do an event like this. I had no idea when I started 
and I hope it comes together to be great.  
 
What’s your best memory of WSUM? 
I have to think about that. Honestly, I guess the best 
part is WSUM as space and resource where there is 
great comradery. You have Dave and this great 
environment where you are part of something 
really cool.  
 
What will you miss about WSUM? 
Gosh a lot of it. It’s pretty much my life. I’ll the miss 
the people. College radio is cool and it will be a 
bummer when we’re not part of it.  

Homecoming Open House 

Do you miss the station? Stop by on homecoming 
weekend for a tour or join us on the air. We are 
having a station open house Saturday, October 17 
from 4-8pm at our location on 333 East Campus 
Mall. Contact wsumfriends@gmail.com for event 
details or support in hosting an alumni reunion 
radio show. 
 

WSUM Merchandise 

We have a new design for our WSUM t-shirt and 
sweatshirt so check out our merchandise. 

Support WSUM by sporting our latest swag, click on 
‘Shop’ on our website or email 
promo@wsum.wisc.edu to make a purchase. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pens and stickers are free when you come to 
station! 

New Fall Schedule on WSUM 
The students are back and we have a new fall 
schedule filled with a variety of genres and talk 
topics. Remember you can listen to us online at 
www.wsum.org/player via your computer or mobile 
device. 
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